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Westlaw® Canada 
Quick Reference Card 
Supercharge your Research with the CED and The Canadian Abridgment Digests 
 

The Canadian Encyclopedic Digest (CED) 4th Edition 

• Comprehensive statements of Ontario and Western law. 
• Over 225 subject titles on every aspect of Canadian law and practice, referencing tens of thousands of 

case law authorities and statutory provisions. 
• Paragraphs are organized under major headings and subsequent levels of subheadings within each 

subject title. 
• Use the CED to answer your legal question directly and succinctly or to use as a starting point from 

which to conduct your research. 
• Link directly from the CED to the equivalent section of the Canadian Abridgment Digests to continue 

your researchto relevant case law. 
 

The Canadian Abridgment Digests 

1. A comprehensive collection of more than 700,000 digests of Canadian case law. 
2. Organized by subject and arranged according to a multi-level classification system. 
3. Covers virtually every case reported in Canada back to 1803, and every case received from the courts 

since 1986, whether reported or unreported, with the exception of Quebec civil law. 
4. The Canadian Abridgment Digests is a great place to begin your research on any legal issue as it 

brings together, in an easily browsable format, a digest of every case dealing with that issue. 
 

How can I use the CED and The Canadian Abridgment Digests to find cases quickly and efficiently? 

1. Begin by browsing the CED Table of Contents for the topic in which you are interested. 
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2. Once you locate your topic click the (applicable) Canadian Abridgment classification link. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The link provides a quick and easy way to update the statement of the law contained in the CED with 
the most recent case law digested in the Abridgment. 

 
3. Click the Abridgment classification link from its Table of Contents. (You may need to scroll down 

the page to see the relevant classification.) 
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4. Scroll down the page to review all case law digest paragraphs listed for the classification. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The example above illustrates powerful functionality that enables seamless integration between the CED and 
The Canadian Abridgment Digests. Within seconds it allows you to link from the CED to a case on point and 
then to additional cases on that same issue. 

For assistance using Westlaw Canada or to arrange 
training call 1-800-387-5164    0609 
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