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Westlaw® Canada 
Quick Reference Card 
How to find a section of an Act in CriminalSource 
 
Search a large collection of federal and provincial criminal-related statutes and regulations in 
CriminalSource.  
 

Selected Legislation 

The most often consulted criminal-related statutes are available from the Selected Legislation 
section located in the right frame of the Home page. These include: Criminal Code, Canada 
Evidence Act, Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, DNA 
Identification Act, Firearms Act, Interpretation Act, Young Offenders Act and Youth Criminal 
Justice Act. You may find by section number or search the entire act. 
 

When you know the specific section number 

1. Select the act you want from the Find: Act drop-down list located in the Selected Legislation 
section of the CriminalSource Home page. 

2. Enter the section number you want into the Section Number field and click Go. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Click the document hypertext link on the Result List to retrieve the full text of the section. 
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When you have search terms 

1. Select the act you want from the Search: Act drop-down list located in the Selected Legislation 
section of the CriminalSource Home page. 

2. Enter your search terms into the Keyword Search field. You may use quotation marks to search 
for a specific phrase. Example: “false statement” and click Go. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Legislation 
Searching 

1. To search all other legislation, click Legislation in the Search Templates 
section located in the left frame of the Home page. 

 
 
 

The Search Legislation template appears: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Select the source you want to search. The default is CriminalSource; however, you can select 

LawSource to search all legislation available in Westlaw Canada. 
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3. Enter your search terms into the Search full text for box and select an option from The results 
must contain drop-down list, or use appropriate Boolean connectors. 

4. Restrict your search by using any of the fields provided and/or limit your results by jurisdiction, 
if you wish. 

5. Double check your search criteria for any spelling mistakes and click Go. 
 

Browsing 

1. To browse all legislation, simply click Legislation located in the Browse Tables of Contents 
section in the left frame of the Home page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Table of Contents appears. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Click the + button to expand a jurisdiction heading.  
3. Click a blue hypertext link to retrieve the full alphabetic listing of statutes, 

rules or regulations. 
 
 
 

4. Continue clicking + buttons to expand the specific legislation you want and click the section 
number hypertext link to retrieve the full text of the section. 
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For assistance using Westlaw Canada or to arrange 
training call 1-800-387-5164        0609 


